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6 January 2012




Website:  www.barfordschool.org
Dear Parents/Carers
N  E  W  S  L  E  T  T  E  R
The staff and Governors would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year and hope you had a restful holiday.  We have already planned many exciting activities for the spring term. 
As winter is now in full swing please ensure children bring coats to school as we will try to let them out to play as much as we can.  We were very fortunate with the weather last term and hope it continues. However, due to the excessive winds we have moved all children onto the front playground to ensure no-one is hurt by twigs being blown from the trees.  In the case of snow we will update you with the usual information on school closure.
PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION:  During the week beginning 30th January we will be holding a public speaking competition.  The pupils will be asked to prepare a speech about something relevant to them, for example a club they attend or a favourite holiday destination they have visited.  We will provide more details next week but it shouldn’t be longer than 2 minutes for KS1 and 3 minutes for KS2.  The first rounds will take place in the class on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and the second round will take place during assembly on Thursday morning.  The final round will be held during the day on Friday.  We feel it is really important that children can gain in confidence when speaking publically as it can be a very daunting experience.  We believe this will be an exciting project and we are really looking forward to finding a little more about every single child in the school.
EDUCATION FRIDAY:  This is on Friday 27th January and will be held in St Peter’s church at 2:00pm. If any of you are available to help walk the children up to church we would really appreciate your support. 

CREATIVE WRITING WEEK:  As you are aware one of our targets for this academic year is raising standards in writing.  During the week beginning 27th February we will be hosting a creative writing week.  We have chosen a theme but would prefer to keep it a surprise, I can say however, that it is very exciting.  The children will be working with other classes, they will be choosing what genre they would like to write in, we will be inviting actors to inspire the children and we will be concluding the week with a sharing of work assembly and a dressing up day.  It really will be a great week.  If you feel you can contribute in any way, for example help the children make books, read to them or if you happen to be an author yourself and want to come in and talk about what that job entails we would love to see you.  If you can support during the week then please let the office or myself know.  Thank you !
ASTON VILLA FOOTBALL TRAINING:  Classes 3 & 4 will be taking part in football training with a coach from Aston Villa Football Club.  These sessions will take place every Wednesday morning starting on 11th January up to half term.   The children will need suitable outdoor PE kit and they must wear trainers (no football boots please) and shin pads if they have them.  Please also bring a plastic carrier bag for dirty trainers.  It is also advisable for children to have a lightweight waterproof jacket in school as the weather is very changeable at this time of year.  We will advise you nearer the time if the football coaching will continue after half term.   
CLASS 1 & PRE-SCHOOL:  For the next few weeks we will be focusing on the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  As part of our activities we would like each child to bring in their teddy bears on Tuesday 10th January!  Thank you.
HEIGHT & WEIGHT CHECKS:  These take place for Reception and Year 6 children on Tuesday 24th January.  You should have received a letter in your child’s book bag yesterday.

PUFFIN BOOK CLUB:  You should have received a Puffin Book Club leaflet in your child’s book bag.  Any orders should be returned to school by Friday 13th January.

FABS NEWS:  A huge thank you to everyone who supported the nativity raffle – we raised £273 from the ticket sales.  The main hamper prize was won by Sonia who used to be our lollipop lady for many years and she was over the moon about that!!  
We are still taking orders for prints and DVD’s from the Nativity performances – if you want to order anything then please email Colette Long on colettealong@yahoo.co.uk or catch Colette or Tracy Harris in the playground.  Prints/JPEG’s costs£1 and the DVD’s are £5 (with discounts for multiple DVD orders).

Also, we have now found a class rep for the reception year – welcome to Sam Birch.  Our first meeting of 2012 will take place next week on Wednesday 11th January 3.30pm in school – all welcome.  If you need to bring your children along then that is fine.

WARWICKIAN RUGBY CLUB:  Warwickian Rugby Club is looking for new players / we put the child at the centre of development
We have our first ever Minis fixture on Sunday 5th February for U10 (Year 5) away to Harbury RFC. We are looking for players particularly in KS2 and soon from Year 2 upwards too. Our clubhouse was officially opened jointly by the Mayor of Warwick and the President of Warwickshire RFU in 2007 and I hope that the town of Warwick and environs can establish and sustain a healthy Minis & Juniors Section at our local club. Warwickian Rugby Club is looking for new players, particularly in KS2, please see the attached link...
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/warwickian/m/team-info-53619.html
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP GROUP:  This year we have established our own pupil collective worship group who are very enthusiastic and a huge help to myself.  I have arranged for pupils from Harris Secondary School, who also have a collective worship group, to take assembly next Thursday morning. They use puppets to recreate stories from the Bible.  I am hoping our own worship group will be inspired and will want to use puppets in our assemblies.  If you have any puppets at home that you don’t need any more and would like to donate them to school we would be really grateful. 
Yours sincerely
Annette Delaney

Headteacher

